
Christmas  Presents 
  

                 for  your  PC 

BEAST  SIG       Dec-2016 



     Agenda 

•  Backups  

•  Quick Clean 

•  Performance Issues 

•  Physical Clean  

•  Hardware Upgrades 

•  Removing Old Programs 

•  Duplicate Files 

•  Software Additions 



     Backups 

•  Critical first steps . . .        

•  Maybe use Macrium Reflect or True Image   

•  Image Backup System and Data  
•     preferably to an External HD  ( later disconnected ) 

•    then provides Crypto-Locker protection 

•  Create  CD or USB Recovery Disk  

•  know how to boot from it, and prove it works OK    

•  Create System Restore Point  

•  via Control Panel / Recovery / Configure System Restore 



     Quick Clean 

•  Run CCleaner (free sw) 

•   clears Recycle Bin, Temp files, Browser Cache  

•   maybe do a Registry Clean (use Backup option ! ) 

  

•  Run MalwareBytes (or equivalent)  

•   Scan for any lurking virus components 

•   Scan / Remove PUPs (Potentially Unwanted Programs) 

•    . . .  ADW now part of MalwareBytes   

  

•  Maybe run  Spy-Bot  S&D  as 2nd opinion . . .  





  Performance 

•  Un-needed Start-Up programs 
•  For Win-7, use  Msconfig .   For Win-8 +, use Task Manager 

•  use Google to clarify need  (most = No ) 

•  disable un-needed start-up programs  (eg. Adobe Updater)
    

•  Use Task Manager to identify bottlenecks 
•   sort columns to show biggest jobs / tasks  

•  usually CPU and paging (ie. Memory shortage ) 

•   may need Resource Monitor to show files in use 

•  can kill tasks seperately to see effect 



XP,  Vista,  Win-7 

Win 8 onwards 



    Physical Clean  

•  Disconnect Power, Open case carefully 

•  Remove dust from fans, radiators, surfaces  

•  Use Paint Brush,  Canned Air - blast ? 

•  Special  USB  Vacuum Brush    

   

•  Clean out dust (and Crumbs) from Keyboard  

•  USB Vacuum is ideal  . . . .  

•  Care with Household Vacuum Cleaner  

  

•  Clean out goo from  Mouse Rollerball / Optics 



  HW Upgrades 

•   Add memory :   2 GB /  $30+  

•   Add  SSD :   120 GB / $60 

•   Add  external HDD (for Backups, Protection) 

•   New Monitor :  24” / $160,  27” / $250 

•   TV Tuner :  $40   

•   New Printer :  InkJet MFP /  $50 - $300 

•   New Keyboard / Mouse :  $20+   

      

•   New PC  :  $ 300  to  $ 3,000 . . .  



Old Programs 

•  Over time,  many trial or superseded  programs 

   

•  Use Control Panel / Programs & Features list   

•   sort alphabetic,  date installed, size etc  

  

•  Removal –  

•   try Programs Uninstaller first 

•   Uninstall from  CP / Programs 

•   Ccleaner / Tools /  

•   Revo Un-installer fro complete removal 

 





Duplicate Files 

•  Same file, same name, multiple locations 

• Use   CCleaner-Tools  for initial scan and review

   

•  Near same file (photos, music), different name  

•    Suggest initial visual cleanup (esp. photos)  

•    Use   dupguru  for  content comparison 

•    May need overnight scan and analysis 

•    User review before any deletes 





SW  Additions 

•  Gizmo Index of Free Software   

•  www.techsupportalert.com  

•  Choose by category 

•  Some suggestions   

•  KeePass  (Password Mgr), now free for multiple devices  

•  WPS Office (or Libre Office)  instead of  MS-Office  

•  Audacity - Audio editing, Freemake - Video Conversion 

•  Google Earth Pro – as demonstrated at  BEAST 





      Summary 

•  Many options for PC Presents  

•   either self,  family, friend,  grandkids ! 

•  Most are free (or low cost)    

•  don’t need much expertise, but MelbPC can help 

•  Memory and SSD enhancements 

•  give best  ‘back for buck’  

•  Housekeeping  

•  can provide considerable benefits 



    your  last  PPT  for   2016  ! 


