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President’s Report

Melb PC’s New Website

This month we passed a long-awaited mile-
stone when our new website was fully com-
missioned and took up its place at www.
melbpc.org.au

The new site has a cleaner and more mod-
ern look than our trusty old website. Much
thought has gone into the presentation of
Melb PC information, both for members
and for visitors who are not members. Melb
PC’s core activity — members helping
members — is hinted at on every page, by
the changing feed of questions posted by
members at our Yammer chat-room.

Our new ‘members only’ area groups togeth-
er all the information that has been pro-
tected by login. Members will need their
Melb PC account at Office 365 to access the
area. A single login will persist throughout
your web session for access to the different
services. If you do not yet have a Melb PC
account, you can request one using a form
on the website (follow the links from ‘Mem-
bers only’).

Our new website has been produced by
volunteer members and is hosted in our
server room at Moorabbin. Many members
have contributed to this process. We owe
particular thanks to Craig Mattson, John
Hollow, Gary Taig, and to Fleur Stephens
who is designing our new web calendar.

In two ways, the website is a work in prog-
ress. The behind-the-scenes construction
work using Umbraco (an open source plat-
form for website management) makes it
possible for different people to maintain

Harry Lewis

their own areas. For example, SIG leaders
have access to the areas dealing with their
own SIGs, both to maintain and update the
SIG descriptions and contact information,
and to publish details of forthcoming meet-
ings.

The new website is a dynamic entity. It will
change as it is updated or repaired and new
items will be added. Members are encour-
aged to let us know about any errors or out
of date information that might appear from
time to time. There will be a form made
available for this purpose in the members
only area.

Committee News

| am very happy to report that lan Rankin
has rejoined our Committee. His health is
improved and he has graciously taken on
the office of Treasurer to help us through to
the end of the current Melb PC year (which
runs up to our AGM in November). Geoffrey
Keenan remains our Secretary, the position
he took over when lan resigned earlier this
year.

Please take good note of the announce-
ment you have received of our special gen-
eral meeting this week (during the monthly
meeting on Wednesday, 2 September). This
issue of PC Update also contains advance
notice of our AGM which takes place dur-
ing our November monthly meeting, on
Wednesday 4 November. Please put that
date into your diaries now. ]
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2015 Annual General
Meeting

Geoffrey Keenan
Secretary

Notice
The 32nd Annual General Meeting of Melbourne PC User Croup Incorporated
will be held at 7:30 pm on Wednesday November 4th
at Level 1,479 Warrigal Road, Moorabbin.

The AGM Agenda and Nomination Forms to Committee
appear on page 36 and can be found online at
http://www.melbpc.org.au/events/2015-agm-notices/

[ W
— W ELB ABN 43196519 351 PCUPDATE
AV (Victorian Association Registration No. A0003293V)
ET 2 PC |vin mowergreamooatinvcsss NEWSLETTER
USER GROUP | Telephone: (03)92764000 Subscription for print version
Name Membership Number
Address Current Contact Email Address
Suburb Post Code Phone
For Feb || Mar || Apr || May || Jun Jul Aug || Sep || Oct || Nov || Dec | Total
Amount $
Price: $2.00 per magazine if you collect it from the office or purchase at the monthly meeting.

Add an Extra $1.50 postage and handling if we mail your order.
**Price for a yearly subscription is $38.50 for members and $55.00 for non members inc

mailing to your home address

Payment Details
Name on Card Expiry Date on card Signature Date

Version2—05/05/2015
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Editorial

Recently | phoned a colleague on a Satur-
day afternoon. It was about 5.30 | think,
getting on towards dark and | asked quite
innocently, “what are you up to?”

The reply was soft, sincere and somewhat
thoughtful.“As a matter of fact Gary, it has
been a very busy week and I'm just trying
to... get a bit of quality time with my PC”
and as we burst into laughter simultane-
ously | couldn’t help but think, there will be
a certain amount of truth in that.

This month we launched the new website
and it has brought to the fore an issue that
lay dormant for some years. We have a
large number of members who don't have
a Melb PC email address. That's perfectly
okay, and has been true for ever and a day.
In the early 1990s we started our own Inter-
net service, it was dialup in those days and
many new members were attracted by the
fact that they could learn about computing
and have access to the Internet with just
one membership. However, not everyone
wanted or needed a melbpc.org.au email
address. JoeBloggs worked with his father
and their company had been using the
Internet ever since Joe graduated from Uni,
a year or two earlier. His email address was
joe@bloggs.com and today, 20 years later,
Joe owns the company, they still use the
same Domain name and get their Internet
feed from OldISP.com and Joe’s email ad-
dress is still joe@bloggs.com.

Joe and many like him do not need a
melbpc.org.au email address but Joe is now
faced with a predicament.

Gary Taig

Melb PC was moved to use Microsoft to
store its email some time ago. | wasn't close
enough to the action to know when it was
but I'm guessing 4 and 5 years ago. Frankly
it doesn’t matter when, the fact is every
member who used melbpc.org.au email
had email hosted on a Microsoft server.

A few years ago, Microsoft changed its
email management and the old Hotmail
and other services were brought in under
the umbrella of Outlook.com and as that
grew at a rapid rate a further refinement
saw the introduction of Office365. Clearly
the new name meant you can have your of-
fice here 365 days a year. About 12 months
ago Microsoft changed its rules and we
were forced to move from Outlook.com to
Office365. Meanwhile, Joe Bloggs still uses
his OIdISP and he will for ever and a day.

Melb PC built a new website, and needed a
system whereby members would be able to
login to a Members Only area. The simplest,
quickest and most convenient method was
to use services provided by the Microsoft
Login procedure. So, even though Joe has
never had his email stored on a Microsoft
server, and never will, he now has a melbpc.
org.au email address that he uses just to
log in to the members only area of the new
Website.

Joe now understands how simple it is.
Microsoft is not his favourite company but
he’s perfectly happy to use that login to
access his Melb PC members only area. []
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Monthly Meeting
Wed 2 September

Late Change

At seven o'clock sharp we have our main
presentation of the night; Dave Botherway
will tell us about the Evolution of TV:

Presto, Netflix, Fetch TV — What are they?

That will be followed at 7.45 by the Special General Meeting where
those attending will vote on changes to our Rules. See Geoffrey
Keenan’s summary on page 25.

This will be followed by a break for refreshments, the raffle draw, the

regular Q&A session (Barry Martin) and president’s address. Harry

Lewis will lead a presentation and answer your questions about our
new website.

After the meeting, we get together for WAFFLE@FONG.
The WAFFLE SIG (“Wine And Fine Food Lovers Event”)
will be at FONG’s Chinese Restaurant, 725 Centre Rd
Bentleigh East, Corner of Francesco Street,

Melway 77: J-1

SOUTH ROAD

BUS 903 @)
COCHRANES ROAD  PARKING

C PARKING
R .

RESTAURANT

@ 5us 903

Members Free Ad

BUNNINGS

(@]
<
o
e
-
<
Qo
o
%
=

Free to a good home
Your Free Ad could be here. Send your text with all KEYS ROAD
necessary details and space permitting your mem-

bers free ad will be published in the next PC Update
Newsletter. KINGSTON ROAD

Melway map 78 C8

Melb PC User Group Inc.
1st Floor, Unit 26, 479 Warrigal Road, Moorabbin, Victoria 3189

In the evening there is lift access to the 1st floor from the carpark.
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How to Turn your TV

intoaSmartTV

Three of the Stick PCs featured in this article
were reviewed recently by Dave Botherway
at the East SIG meeting and David King at
the Ripper Hardware SIG. This article is a
summary of those presentations.

The Stick PCs are fully functioning PCs and
come with Windows 8.1, but will also run
Linux if that is your taste.

If you have a recent TV with a spare HDMI
connection, you can turn that TV into a
Smart TV for the cost of little more than
$200. For those who are not sure what a
Smart TV is, it's a TV that can connect to the
Internet and do all the things you can do
on your normal PC or Tablet (within reason)
on the TV screen. To upgrade your TV to a
Smart TV you will need a device called a
Stick PC, which plugs into the HDMI port on
the TV and a keyboard mouse to connect to
the Stick PC via Wi-Fi.

The presentations by Dave Botherway and
David King focused on playing media from
the Internet or from the Stick PCs memory,
which it did very well. However these Stick
PCs although not a desktop replacement,

when plugged into the HDMI port of a com-

puter monitor (assuming the monitor has
an HDMI port) or TV, is able to handle light
workloads such as editing of documents,
watching videos, playing music, using
Skype and obviously browsing the Internet.

report by
Neil Miller

Three Stick PCs that Melb PC members are
currently using are listed here:

« Intel “Compute Stick” available from PCca-
segear for $229. (Figure 1)

« Leader“PC On A Stick” (Intel inside) sourced
locally from PCcasegear for $199.

(Figure 2)

« MeegoPad T02 sourced from China for
$144 (Chinavasion) (Figure 3)

Micro SD
card slot

OTHER FEATURES INCLUDE:
Quad-core Intel® Atom™ processor
Onboard storage

Onboard memory

WiFi* 802.11bgn

Bluetooth* 4.0
HDMI* extension cable

Power adapter with USB cable

fhs.

L=
)

0
!.
s A

97

Figure 2. Leader “PC On A Stick”
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These Stick PCs typically come with an Intel
Atom 4 core CPU, 2GB RAM, Intel HD Graph-
ics, built-in wireless and Bluetooth connec-
tivity, 32GB on-board storage, a micro SD
card slot for additional storage and Win-
dows 8.1. In addition to the necessary male
HDMI connection to insert in the TV, they
have one or two USB ports, audio out (Mee-
goPad only), a 5 volt power connection and
on/off switch. They are around 100mm long
and 40mm wide. (See table following).

The cheapest of the three Stick PCs, the
MeegoPad has similar specifications and

a Windows Experience Index (WEI) similar
the other two. It represents good value
however there is some concern about

the legitimacy of the copy of Windows

8.1 that comes with the MeegoPad and
the often difficult to understand Chinese
English(Chinglish as it has become known)
instruction manual.

Figure 3. MeegoPad T02 Stick PC

Table 1 on the following page provides a
compatrison of the three Stick PCs in this

article.

The all important 1/O

As with any computer you need a mouse
and keyboard to enter data or move the
cursor around the screen. The two wire-
less devices described below and used by
MelbPC members with their StickPCs are
ideal for this purpose. The first is the MINIX
Neo A2 Lite wireless keyboard mouse. It is

a double-sided 2.4GHz wireless air mouse
with mini QWERTY keyboard and has a rath-
er modern look. The second a DgTec wire-
less keyboard also featuring a mini QWERTY
keyboard but with a track pad, mouse but-
tons and laser pointer. These are pictured
below. The Minix is thought to be the more
versatile of the two. O

Figure 4. MINIX Neo A2 Lite double-sided
Wireless Keyboard Mouse
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Figure 5. DgTec wireless keyboard
and mouse



General

Compute Stick
(Intel)

PC On A Stick
(Leader)

MeegoPad

CPU/GPU

Model STCKTA32WFC Leader (Model no. T02
(Win) specified)
STCK1A8LFC
(Ubuntu)
Style MiniPC / StickPC MiniPC / StickPC MiniPC / StickPC
Operating System Windows 8.1 Windows 8.1 Windows 8.1
Ubuntu Android 4.4 Ubuntu

CPU/GPU Intel Atom Z3735F Intel Atom Z3735F Intel Atom Z3735F
CPU Frequency 1.333GHz 1.333GHz 1.33Ghz
Core Quad Core Quad Core Quad Core

GPU
Storage

Intel HD Graphics

Intel HD Graphics

Intel HD Graphics

Network Communication

RAM 2 GB DDR3L 2 GB DDR3L-RS 2 GB DDR3L
Storage 32GB eMMC 32GB eMMC eMMC4.5 32GB
Expanded Storage SDXCv3.0 Micro SD Slot USB2.0 device

MicroSD Max 64GB

Dimensions

WiFi 8.2.11b/g/n wireless | 8.2.11b/g/n wireless | 8.2.11b/g/n wireless
Bluetooth BT 4.0 BT 4.0 BT 4.0
Data 1 x USB2.0 1 x USB2.0 2 x USB2.0
1 x USB2.0 mini
Power Wall mount Wall mount 1 x micro USB2.0
Audio Port Intel HD Audio via Intel HD Audio via | Standard Earphone
HDMI HDMI port
Other 1 x Micro SD 1 x Micro SD 1 x Micro SD
1 x HDMI 1.4a 1 x HDMI 1.4a 1 x HDMI
Key Features Power On/Off Power On/Off Power On/Off
Power Adaptor 5V, 2A wall-mount 5V, 2A wall-mount Input 100V-240V
AC-DC power AC-DC power 50/60Hz
adapter adaptor Output 5V 2Amp

103 x 37 x 12mm 100 x 38 x 10mm 106 x 43 x 10mm

Cost
AS

$229 (PCcasegear)

$199 (PCcasegear)

$144 (Internet
29 July 2015)

Continued next page
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Compute Stick
(Intel)

Instructions

PC On A Stick
(Leader)

MeegoPad

_ English English Chinglish

Accessories

HDMI cable,
USB cable for power,
5V/2A wall mount
AC-DC power
adaptor, Quick start
guide

Unknown, most
likely 12 months

HDMI cable, USB Cable,
Micro USB cable, Power adaptor,
5V/2A power User manual

adaptor

One Year One Year from

Chinavasion

[

USER GROUP

“Members helping Members”

North East
. Genealogy SIG

L=t

The North East Genealogy group ranges from
beginners to highly experienced genealogists - several
of whom have had works published. Everyone is
welcome and members are happy to share their
extensive knowledge with newcomers and beginners.

When?
The North East Genealogy SIG meet on the First Tuesday of each
Month.
Where?

The Uniting Church Hall, 19 Seddon Street, Ivanhoe VIC
(Parking at Rear of the Hall)

Time?
10am—12pm
Information?
For more information please contact the SIG convener
Lynnette Hammet on negen@melbpc.org.au or contact the office
on 9276 4000.

All visitors welcome!

Members Free Ad
Wanted

Older laptop with small screen (about 10-13 inch). Must
have serial port and an operating system (Windows 95/98
onwards) and a slow processor (around 1.6 MHz) and be in
working condition. Appearance unimportant.

Roman 0400 767 594.

Warning!

Some systems may have difficulties with

the new update to Windows 10.

iHelp advises you should not install Win
10 until reports indicate the installation
is reliable. This applies particularly if you
are operating a critical system, and espe-
cially if you don’t have a current backup.
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Random Access

John Swale reports on Questions and Answers
from the opening session of the recent monthly
meeting and from members’ written submissions.

Questions and Answers

Q: Have you any feedback on how Win-
dows 10 installations have gone?

A: | have not had a lot of feedback. Some
people have had a few problems and in
some cases the upgrade installation failed.
Cortana, the much-hyped voice recogni-
tion personal assistant, does not work with
the Australian accent yet. They are working
on it and have retained an unnamed but
famous Australian actress to be the voice

of Cortana. Many reviews have comments
such as “this will be good butisn't yet”. In
the past, people would wait until Service
Pack 1 was released before upgrading. Mi-
crosoft is not issuing service packs in Win-
dows 10 but will issue a continual feed of
updates. So | would wait until a few of those
have been released and tested. There have
been comments in the media and news-
letters about the amount of information
Microsoft is collecting about your use of
Windows 10. The Ask Bob Rankin newsletter
went into some depth about the volume of
private information that is being collected.
He showed that some can be turned off but
not all of them.

A 2: There was an article in a recent copy
of The Guardian expressing concern about
Windows 10. Microsoft has changed its
business model to be more focussed on ad-
vertising. For instance if you play Solitaire,
which was previously free, it now starts with
an advertisement [Ed: A gambling adver-
tisement when children may be playing that

game, where is Microsoft going? —GT].

The updates used to come directly from Mi-
crosoft. Now, without asking, Microsoft uses
your PC as a torrent source to distribute the
updates to others. This will increase your
uploads every month. You can install Win-
dows 10 as a local user to give some privacy
protection at the expenses of some func-
tionality [Ed: And the ‘torrent’ option can very
easily be turned off in Settings app. Many of
the other privacy issues people have reported
can also be alleviated by a little investigation
of the Privacy section of the settings app—RB]
A 3: On the first of August, Microsoft updat-
ed its Terms and Conditions to give it per-
mission to do the same thing with nearly all
its products we use. It is a much larger issue
than just Windows 10.

Q: In our mens group, we tried to hook up
a relatively new laptop that had only HDMI
output via an adapter to a monitor that had
SVGA input. We got all sorts of weird re-
sults. Are we doing something wrong?

A: The only thing you can adapt it to suc-
cessfully is DVI.

A 2: The Wadham House SIGs have had
some success with powered HDMI to SVGA
adapters. We found relying on the power
though the HDMI cable was problematic.

Q: I have been happy using Norton An-
tivirus but noted recently that it is now
linked up with ASK which | had previously
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removed. Is this another case of a computer
company linking up with advertisers?

A: ASKis an absolute pain. It is malware
and it is difficult to get rid of. It is also linked
with other software such as Adobe and
Java. You need to be careful when install-
ing any software. Always check to see what
checkboxes may have been checked by
default and uncheck them if don’t want the
software.

Q: My Facebook account has acquired
some spurious data. | have been through
the Edit command and it won't let you de-
lete anything. No one | know can tell how to
do it. How can | get rid of it?

A: | avoid Facebook like the plague. | have
an account because it was needed for a
special reason but | do not have any per-
sonal data like photos. It can be done with
the Edit command but it is buried deeply.
Comment: | have an update on my Apple
iPad major problem from last month. There

is an enforceable undertaking on the ACCC
website where Apple gives an undertaking
to the ACCC to improve its consumer guar-
antees, policies and practices. It is 20 pages
long. The operative part is that the one year
limited warranty now becomes two years
without argument and Apple also acknowl-
edges that under Australian consumer law
it may have to provide for remedies longer
than 24 months for many of its products.
Comment 2: One of the Melb PC office staff
had a problem with her iMac when the hard
disk failed. There was a bad batch of drives
caused by the a factory flood and there was
a recall issued. The recall email was not re-
ceived. When she went to Apple Southland
they refused to repair it as it was more than
two years old and they wanted to charge
her $400. After explaining that they could
not do that as it was not fit for purpose and
invoking the Melb PC name, it was repaired
for free. N

EER &= ELB ABN 43196 519 351 - -
=S —————— Subscription for
— PC Unit 26,479 Warrigal Road, Moorabbin VIC 3189 Month Iy Disc
USER GROUP Telephone: (03) 9276 4000
Name Membership Number
Address Current Contact Email Address
Suburb Post Code Phone
For Feb Mar || Apr || May || Jun Jul Aug || Sep || Oct || Nov || Dec | Total $
Amount

Price: $3.00 per disc if you collect it from the office or purchase at the monthly meeting.

Add an Extra $1.00 postage and handling if we mail your order.

Price for a yearly subscription is $44.00 inc mailing to your home address.

Payment Details

Name on Card Expiry Date on card

Signature
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Melb PC Book Library

Clemens Pratt, Librarian.

Last month | mentioned a gift of books for
the library from a non-member, some of
which were rather too old to be catalogued,
but were offered to members as “free to a
good home”. Some of these were taken at
the August general meeting, and the rest
from the library since then; our donor will
be pleased that they are still of interest and
value.

Over a lengthy period | have been negotiat-
ing with publishers John Wiley & Sons for
a combination of purchases and compli-
mentary books on the understanding that
a review of any complimentary book will be
undertaken and published in PC Update be-
fore being added to library stocks. John Wi-
ley publishes the “for Dummies” series and
we have received our first complimentary
book: “Windows 10 for Dummies” by Andy
Rathbone (which | notice is also already on
the shelves at Dymocks). Look out for the
review in a forthcoming PC Update.

We expect to be able to buy books in the
series at favourable prices, so we'll be able
to maximise the benefit of our budget in
modernising our holdings.

With the help of John Hollow | have
learned the basics of managing the content
of the library’s web page within MelbPC’s
website. I've made some editorial amend-
ments to the text and established a link to
a full listing of the library holdings as at 21
July 2015. This is in .pdf format and can be
searched using the Edit, Find commands or
just Ctrl+F on the keyboard. I'll update the
listing at intervals and amend the link.
Don't forget that Assistant Librarian, Choy
Lai (cplai@melbpc.org.au; phone 9497
3128) and | (cpratt@melbpc.org.au; phone
9802 5501) are your contacts for sugges-
tions, queries and donations of books for
the library. Look for either of us at general
meetings, hardware group at Wadham
House, Mt Waverley, or East SIG in South
Blackburn. ]

Our Statement of Purposes

following outcomes:
* advancing computer literacy;

proposals;
engaging with similar organisations; and

The purposes of the Association are — to conduct on a non profit basis activities to help
members use personal computers and other similar and related devices to achieve the

advancing education and the exchange of ideas;

keeping members up to date on developments in computer and information
technology and helping members to exchange information;

representing members in public debate in areas of interest including law reform

carrying out activities that benefit the Association.
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Special Interest Groups

SIG Meetings & Contact Details
Updated: end July 2015

Amendments: please advise changes/corrections
office@melbpc.org.au

Access (database) and Excel
Date (Feb-Nov) Second Monday of the month
Incl. June Queen’s Birthday

Time 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Email access@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) Craig Evans

Craig_Evans@racv.com.au

report by Craig Evans
Environment:

Windows 7 with Access 2010 and Excel 2010
During our July meeting we discussed
Access and Excel: Changing settings to show text in
differenct colours in the code editor.
Access: Bound and unbound controls trigger events
differently.
Access: How to start a database. Plan it in writing.
Identify all the tables then how to connect the tables,
identity field names and data types.
Excel 2010: ActveX controls are not supported. Copy all
the sheets to a new file then replace the ActiveX con-
trols with form controls.
Our meetings are usually Q&A, occasionally we have a
demonstration of database or spreadsheet magic.
A detailed explanation of the topics above is avail-
able on our web page at http://groups.melbpc.org.
au/~access/sigtxt/???.htm

Ballarat
Date (Feb-Nov) First Thursday of the month
Time 7.30pm -9.45pm
Location Midlands Golf Club,
Heinz Lane, Ballarat.
Convener(s) Alan Pittard ~ 5339-4235
Bayside
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Thursday of the month
Time 10am - 12noon
Email bayside@melbpc.org.au
Location St. Stephens Church Hall,
Cnr Cochrane Street and
North Road, Brighton.
Convener(s) John Morris 9583-4095

Graham Ackland 9589-6229

report by John Morris

Meeting Thursday 20 August

David Fuller gave us an in-depth introduction into
Linux Mint 17.2 Installed on his laptop which has Win7
Professional with Win XP Professional already loaded
on avirtual drive. Linux and Win 7 share common data
files. Questions and answers were mostly around Win-
dows 10.

Beginners East (BEAST)
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Sunday of the month

Time 10am - 12.30pm

Email beast@melbpc.org.au

Location Vermont South Community
Centre, 1 Karobran Drive,
Vermont South.

Convener(s) Dave Botherway

daveb@melbpc.org.au
report by Jean de Neef

Dave Botherway opened the 19 July meeting, begin-
ning with: Recent Acquisitions

® a replacement laptop with a 15-inch screen and sepa-
rate keyboard costing just under $400 for the Geneal-
ogy group (half the cost to be covered by MelbPC)

® an extension hose now attached to the boiling water
tap in our meeting room (so our shorter members can
see the hot water level in their cup without getting
burnt!)

® a PC on a stick, measuring about 4 inches long by 2
inches wide. Four versions at various prices (5229, $199,
$129). They have HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia
Interface) to connect to a TV, all using Win 8.1. There is
no keyboard, but can use either a combo remote (with
alpha keyboard on the back), or a full size wireless me-
dia keyboard/mouse ($59.95 at Office Works).

Dave showed it handling 1280-pixel HD movie, 2560
and even 3840 (double that which most TVs can han-
dle). The Chinese version for $129 having two USBs and
an audio port is even more attractive than the higher
priced local Intel equivalents. All three probably provide
better function than the desktops many people run
today. They use WiFi (even three rooms away from the
router), with Kodi (ex XBMC) being the recommended
free software to show networked multimedia.
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Tax Office Scam

Dave showed yet another scam email advising of a re-
fund from the Taxation Office: these crop up at refunds
time each year. The sender was Mia Reynolds. Don’t
openit.

Questions & Answers

Q: How can | check my emails overseas?

A: If you're using a web browser to access Hotmail,
MelbPC email or Gmail, access will be the same as at
home. However. clients such as Office-Outlook, Eudora
etc may have troubles sending mail. You can use Web-
mail overseas.

Q: Where are Microsoft updates downloaded to ?
A: They will usually go to the C: drive, in Windows
folder.

Q: Can you remove Win 7 to make way for Win 10?
A: Yes, but best way is to let Win-10 updates replace
Win-7 for you.

Windows 10

Microsoft has announced that Win 10 will be released
on 29 July 2015. Dave referred us to Leo Notenboom’s
website https://askleo.com/should-i-upgrade-to-win-
dows-10/

His advice is that the technical previews are not yet
intended for production use, particularly not by the
average consumer. If that’s you — stay away from them.
Leo recommends waiting a couple of months until the
inevitable bugs are sorted out, especially as the free
upgrade from Win-7 and Win-8 is available till July-2016.
He also advises doing a complete image back-up first,
justin case.

Presentation: Google Earth Pro

After the break, one of us, Brian Heywood presented
Google Earth Pro for Beginners.

The Pro version is a separate program from Google
Earth and formerly cost $399, but is now free, using
your email address as a key. The system requirement is
Win XP, Vista, Win 7 or Win 8.

Google Earth is a browser of the earth. Its images are
usually one to three years old. You can click on the
earth and rotate it using the tools on the right, or click
and drag. To zoom in or out, use the bottom tool or the
wheel on the mouse. When you zoom in, you need to
pause and give the image time to become clear. The
statistics at the bottom of the screen show location, alti-
tude, etc. There is a search box on the left of the screen
where you can type place names, addresses, buildings,
etc. There are also labels on the left of the screen (which
you can turn on or off) that show places, photos, 3-D
buildings. On the ruler at the top you can select km,
then check on one spot, then another to get the dis-
tance between them in km.

With Google Earth Pro you can do a virtual trip or look
back on holidays. Google’s Voyager program highlights
points of interest. We viewed Uluru and the Olgas from
various perspectives. The Earth Gallery includes histori-
cal imagery such as the London of Sherlock Holmes and
the American Civil War.

You can use folders for specific locations. We did a
virtual tour of parts of New York including the Statue of
Liberty, Ellis Island and the World Trade Centre site. You
can save the tour in a folder. There is a button to show
the area in map form (the same as Google maps) so you
can find your way around. It will give you various trans-
port options for getting from one specific location to
another, such as by car, on foot, by bus etc. and will tell
you how much time each form of transport will take.
Other features include the ability to send a screen shot
by email and to make a movie.

Thanks to Brian for an informative and interesting pre-
sentation.

Casey
Date (Feb-Nov) Second Friday of the month
Time 12.30pm - 3pm
Email jwhit@jwhitaker.com
Location Narre Warren Library (Fountain
Gate), Overland Drive,
Narre Warren 3805.
Convener(s) Jan Whitaker  9705-9009
Jan Weiner 9796-2807

report by Con Lilley

For the August SIG Meeting it seemed that a few of the
members who had been on holiday in recent weeks had
returned and braved the Victorian Climate to attend the
Meeting and we had a good turnout. One visitor, Terry
who had travelled all the way from Frankston to the
Computer Workshop in July was so impressed with the
way his laptop had been tweaked to suit his needs that
he had already put in his application for Membership
and was welcomed as a full Member at the meeting. He
had been introduced by an existing Member who was
surprised and pleased to have been informed that,as a
result of finding a new member, his own membership
had been extended by a full 3 months. (see page 24)

The opening topic was a short explanation of “Stream-
ing Videos on demand” by Jan Whitaker. Jan described
the basic similarities of the streaming services obtained
by subscription via an App or browser, on aTV or device
and how one could start or stop at any time like You-
tube, go back or watch scenes out of order but record-
ing was not possible. The main contenders, Netflix, Stan,
Presto, Quickflix and Foxtelplay and the differences in
their contents were covered together with a brief idea
of costs and the important topic of data usage. Cur-
rently there are no Contracts but there are 30 day trial
connection periods.
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For the main topic, we were fortunate to have an intro-
duction to Windows 10 presented by Dave Botheway,
who obviously has been involved with the progression
of Windows operating systems over the years. His work
with the many Beta Versions obviously made it easy for
him to explain the reasons for changes from Windows

7 and Windows 8 and his answers to questions allayed
many of the concerns of members, many of whom have
been reluctant to upgrade beyond Windows 7. The
ability to have a 4 way screen split when dealing with
separate files was demonstrated to the amazement of
all. Some Members had already downloaded Windows
10 and were surprised to learn that they could reinstate
their old operating system quite painlessly within 30
days, as their old files were retained on their hard disk
for that period, should they decide they needed more
time before upgrading.

There were only a few Member problems to be sorted
during a general discussion period that followed the
customary tea and chat segment but some ideas were
exchanged about future topics to be presented and the
customary break-up lunch in December

Casey Workshop
Date (Feb-Nov) Fourth Friday of the month
Time 12.30-3pm
Email weijan@westnet.com.au
Location Narre Warren Library (Fountain
Gate), Overland Drive,
Narre Warren 3805.
Convener(s) Jan Weiner 9796-2807
Jan Whitaker  9705-9009

report by Con Lilley

We anticipate that there will be a lively gathering at the
meeting on the 28th August 2015 and those who have
no “problems” that they needed putting right would
nevertheless learn something from just being an ob-
server. The Library has updated its Web connection so
everyone can make use of the Web free of charge and
download larger files than they would think of doing at
home. The next Meeting of the Casey SIG is our normal
monthly meeting on 11 September at 12.30pm

Communications

Date (Feb-Nov) Second Wed of the month
Time 7pm —9.30pm

Email phil@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) Phil Lew 0418-567-019

Digital Images

Date (Feb-Nov) Third Friday of the month

Time 10am - 12noon
Email bockey@melbpc.org.au
Location Wadham House,
52 Wadham Parade,
Mount Waverley.
Convener(s) lan Bock 9807-3701

East

Date (Feb-Nov) Second Thursday of the month

Time 7.30pm - 9:30pm

Email east@melbpc.org.au

Location Eley Park Community Centre,
87 Eley Rd, Blackburn Sth.

Convener(s) Paul Woolard  9877-1059

lan Dewhurst  0438-480-500
report by Neil Muller

Our August meeting commenced with M.C. Frank
Maher welcoming all members and visitors. The first
session as always was Q&A, on this occasion hosted by
Dave Botherway.

Q: Last weekend my desktop PC lost its display. | re-
moved the graphics card and reverted to the onboard
graphics chip. Now sometimes the PC starts with the
correct screen resolution but at other times the resolu-
tion is incorrect and need to be reset. This is annoying
so can you suggest a solution? (The original graphics
card was checked in another PC and found to be faulty.)
A: As the PC has identified that you are using the on-
board graphics, the BIOS does not seem to be the issue
here. You need to isolate where the fault is occurring. If
you have another monitor use it to check the display on
startup. This will show whether you have a faulty cable
connection. If you can borrow another graphics card try
that. To solve this problem the aim should be to isolate
where the problem is occurring.

Q: After Optus remotely accessed my PC to correct an
issue | was having with my Webmail, the newest emails
now appear at the top of the list not at the bottom
where they used to be. How can | display the newest
email at the bottom?

A: No permanent solution was found so Dave suggest-
ed Optus be contacted again.

Q: Two members of my family have upgraded to Win-
dows 10 and both commented that they felt their PCs
now take longer to respond than before. One PC was
running Windows 7 and the other Windows 8.1. Is this
normal or is there something | can do?

A: Most people are reporting that Windows 10 is bet-
ter in terms of speed than 7 & 8. It's possible the PC

is downloading updates or doing a virus scan. Check
“Performance” under “Task Manager” to determine what
file is running in the background that may be slowing
things. Another feature in Windows 10 that may be
causing the slowdown is a default setting that allows
updates to be shared across the internet with other
users. This bit torrent like feature can be turned off
completely or set to only share with PCs on your home
network. This is done through “Settings”.
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Q: Will I still get normal Windows 10 updates if | turn off
the “Choose how updates are delivered” option under
“Settings” from your previous answer?

A: You will still receive normal Windows 10 updates,
the only difference is how the updates are delivered. If
you don’t want to share downloads with other internet
users but have multiple computers on a home network,
select share with “PCs on my local network”. This will
save downloading the same files multiple times.

Q: What was the thinking behind sharing downloads
with other internet users as it sounds dangerous?

A: The reasoning may have been to share the load and
get Windows 10 out to everyone as quickly as possible.

In our next session Trevor Hudson played another of
his instructional videos from Vimeo.com titled “How to
use aTube Catcher as a Screen Recorder’”. Last month Trev-
or demonstrated the screen capture component of this
program. In addition aTube Catcher can also capture
videos from their URLs and convert the downloaded file
to multiple other video or audio formats. This month
Trevor is using aTube Catcher as a screen recorder. A
recorder captures the movement on your screen and its
audio. You start the capture by placing a box around the
area to be recorded or alternatively you can record full
screen. Trevor recommends users start and stop the re-
cording using the Hot Keys to avoid distracting mouse
movements. Sound needs to be recorded from your PC
speakers so a microphone will be necessary.

Next up was a presentation by Charles Adams titled
“One Retirees Use of Digital Technology”. Charles uses

his computer standing rather than sitting, as standing
is known to correct blood sugar levels and give bet-

ter posture. He has specially modified his desk for this
purpose. Charles is a keen photographer and uses his
Canon G15 digital camera in preference to his Smart
Phone for photography. The Canon is preferred due to
its compact pocket size, better quality lens and zoom-
ing capability. The Smart phone is used mainly as a
phone with minimal uses of Apps and light use of Face-
book to keep in touch with his granddaughter. The PC’s
Snipping tool is one app that Charles finds indispens-
able. Computer Choice is his preferred source of unbi-
ased Computer information and he is a regular Skype
user. Charles recommends Skype be turned on as soon
as you start your computer to avoid missed calls.

After the break the next presentation was titled “Phish-
ing & Scams — New Warnings” by Brian Paten, convenor
of the Yarra Ranges SIG. Phishing is defined as the prac-
tice of sending emails purporting to be from reputable
companies in order to encourage individuals to reveal
personal information, such as passwords and credit card
numbers while online. Spam is considered to be un-
solicited emails, many are advertisement for products
but some of these may contain spyware, keyloggers or
ransomware such as Cryptolocker.

East Workshop

Date (Feb-Nov) Second Sunday of the month.

Time 10am - 2pm
Email eastwsh@melbpc.org.au
Location Wadham House,
52 Wadham Parade,
Mount Waverley.
Convener(s) Ken Gubbins 9842-8875
Jeff Webster  9078-0879

Essendon — Main meeting
Date (Feb-Nov) First Friday of the month

Time 9:30am - 12noon
Email essendon@melbpc.org.au
Location Nancye Kirchner
Neighbourhood Centre,
Doyle Street, Avondale Heights.
Convener(s) John Guegan 9317-7114

Essendon — Open Forum
Date (Feb-Nov) Second Friday of the month

Time 9:30am - 12 noon
Email essendon@melbpc.org.au
Location Nancye Kirchner
Neighbourhood Centre,
Doyle Street, Avondale Heights.
Convener(s) John Guegan 9317-7114

Essendon — Various Topics
(check website for details).

Date (Feb-Nov) Third Friday of the month

Time 9:30am - 12 noon
Email essendon@melbpc.org.au
Location Nancye Kirchner
Neighbourhood Centre,
Doyle Street, Avondale Heights.
Convener(s) John Guegan 9317-7114

Essendon — Multimedia/General
Date (Feb-Nov) Fourth Wed of the month

Time 7pm - 9pm

Email essendon@melbpc.org.au
Convener(s) John Guegan 9317-7114
Everything Apple

Date (Feb-Nov) Fourth Sunday of the month
Time 2pm -4pm

Email everything-apple@ausom.net.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) Julie Ackland

report by Julie Ackland

This month we looked at iTunes and its many uses and
abuses — as a backup for your iDevice, but also as a
music and media manager. We considered the new
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Music service, radio and Music Match offering. It's a big
subject and one we will be revisiting with demonstra-
tions of backing up, creating libraries and ripping your
CD collection.

At the 27 September meeting we will look more widely
at media — books, movies, magazines and streaming
TV services, including a look at Apple TV. Another large
subject to revisit later in the year; but this is an intro-
duction to 10S based services.

Genealogy East

Date (Feb-Nov) Third Sunday of the month

Time Tpm - 3.30pm

Email davi123@virginbroadband.com.au

Location Vermont South Community
Centre, 1 Karobran Drive,
Vermont South. 3133.

Convener(s) David Andreassen

The Genealogy SIG is for those beginning genealogy and
for those who are advanced but need more computer
knowledge to move ahead. Members'trials, tribulations
and expertise are openly discussed and freely shared in this
self-help group.

Hardware
Date (Feb-Nov) Second Friday of the month
Time 10am - 12 noon
Email kcording@bigpond.net.au
Location Wadham House,
52 Wadham Parade,
Mount Waverley.
Convener(s) Kelvin Cording 9438-1047
Bill Dair 9955-4551
Hardware Workshop
Date (Feb-Nov) Fourth Saturday of the month
Time 10am - 12 noon
Email barrymar@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) Barry Martin
iHelp
Date (Feb-Nov) Approximately 6 monthly
Time 7pm - 9pm
Email help@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) Dave Simpson

Current Web address:
http://melbpc.org.au/interest-groups/general/ihelp/

Linux

Date (Feb-Nov) Second Tuesday of the month
Time 7pm - 9pm

Email linux@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) James Cox 9885-5503

Linux Workshop

Date (Feb-Nov) Second Tuesday of the month

Time 4pm - 7pm

Email linux@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) James Cox 9885-5503
MACE

(Melbourne Atari Computer Enthusiasts)
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Sunday of the month

Time 10am - 2pm

Email maceatari@gmail.com
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) Andrew Boschan

0400-851-613

Macedon Ranges
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Sunday of the month

Time 2pm - 4pm

Email colinspcl@yahoo.com.au

Location Further Education Centre,
18 Hamilton St, Gisborne.

Convener(s) John Hunter

0406-868-226

The Macedon Ranges members have a common inter-
est in computers and range from beginners to techni-
cians with the sole aim of sharing knowledge, experi-
ences and helping each other. The SIG is a general
purpose group that is free flowing and may or may not
have a specific subject to discuss each meeting. There
are times a special guest is invited to speak on a partic-
ular subject that has been requested by a group mem-
ber. At other times there may be special instruction and
demonstrations on particular software or hardware.
Members can also bring along any hardware they are
having problems with for the group to try and resolve.

Microcontroller

Date (Feb-Nov) Second Wed of the month

Time 7pm -9.30pm

Email microcontroller@melbpc.org.au

Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.

Convener(s) Phil Lew 0418-567-019
John Hollow  0417-031-164

Microcontrollers are small cheap computer chips which
measure or sense input (e.g. temperature, door-open)
and control outputs (e.g. displays, motor control), i.e. all
combinations of analog and digital, input and output.
They need very few other components to function, and
are in many products (e.g. cameras, cars, toys).

Our group is for people to develop microcontroller proj-
ects (including the software-programming), gadgets for
fun and more serious purposes. We make machines, us-
ing microcontrollers, and other electronics, to do things.
We cater for all levels of knowledge, novice to experi-
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enced — members helping members. The Wednesday
meeting involves discussion and presentations. The as-
sociated Saturday Workshop is informal and hands-on.

Microcontroller Workshop
Date (Feb-Nov) Second & Fourth Sat of month.

Time 12noon - 5pm

Email microcontroller-workshop@melbpc.org.au

Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.

Convener(s) John Shirt 0409-568-267
Rob Brown 0419-285-806

The Saturday Workshop is a Creative Space. It is a space
to express your creativity. Its development depends
on those who are involved and their interests. The
workshops are centred around microcontrollers but are
not limited to microcontrollers. If you are looking for

a space that facilitates sharing of ideas and support, a
place where you can express your creativity, then this
SIG could be what you are looking for.

Mornington Peninsula
Day (General) Meeting
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Monday of the month

Time 9.30am
Email peninsula@melbpc.org.au
Location Mornington Information Centre,
320 Main St, Mornington.
Convener(s)  Terry Said 0427-750-327
lan Thomson iaroth@netspace.net.au
Colin Ackehurst
colin_a_ackehurst@bigpond.com
report by Terry Said

With details still to be finalised, this is general information
on our next all day meeting due Monday 7 September,
commencing at 9:30am.

Detailed item agenda will be posted on our Mornington
Web page. Key items additional to our usual Q&A will in-
clude Further details on both Office 365 and membership
privileges and access procedure, from “wo to go” Windows
10 follow up from last months Moderated Panel Session
particularly any actual difficulties encountered...incl known
Outlook issues.

The second session, commencing at 12:30 is Digital Imag-
ing, and will comprise two presentations, the first regarding
photo exposure and over exposure and correction fol-
lowed with further developing general photoshop skills.

The final session for the day, commencing at 2:00pm,
Family History is being compliled but essentially will cover
recently released records and the expansion of the Family
Tree and Ancestry data base information.

A detailed itemised agenda for this session, as usual, will be
forwarded to all members previously registered in Family
History, plus those visitors from our last meeting ex U3A.
Any members, not currently registered in the Family His-
tory mail out list can be registered on that agenda list by
contacting peninsula@melbpc.org.au or visiting our Web
page at http://www.melbpc.org.au/interest-groups/south-
east-suburbs-peninsula/mornington-peninsula-sig direct
or via the Melb PC new home page.

Mornington Peninsula Digital Imaging
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Monday of the month

Time 12.30pm - 2pm

Email peninsula@melbpc.org.au

Location Mornington Information Centre,
320 Main St, Mornington.

Convener(s) Lloyd Lobbe

Mornington Peninsula Family History
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Monday of the month

Time 2pm -4.30pm

Email peninsula@melbpc.org.au

Location Mornington Information Centre,
320 Main St, Mornington.

Convener(s) Colin Ackehurst

colin_a_ackehurst@bigpond.com

Multimedia Home Entertainment (MHE)
Date (Feb-Nov) First Friday of the month

Time 10am - 12 noon
Email multimed@melpc.org
Webpage http://www.melpc.org
Location Wadham House,
52 Wadham Parade,
Mount Waverley.
Convener(s) John Hall 9803-2731

Kelvin Cording 9438-1047

The aim of the group is to assist members in the in-
stallation and operation of PC based hardware and
software to run and maintain Multimedia Home Enter-
tainment systems. This would include such things as
Personal Video Recorders (PVRs), Media Servers (includ-
ing Windows Home Server), Internet streaming of video
and audio, Sony PS3 and Windows X-Box home enter-
tainment systems, and home networking and storage
systems for playback of video and audio.

Attendees from beginner to expert level are all wel-
come. Members are encouraged to bring their own
equipment to gain hands-on experience in setup and/
or maintenance.
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Music
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Thursday of the month
Time 7.30pm -9.30pm
Email music@melbpc.org.au
Location Melb PC HQ, Moorabbin.
Convener(s) David Godfred

Bill Sakell

report by Bill Sakell

Recently the Music SIG has been looking at software
designed for creating a home studio. We introduced
“Ableton Live” software. This included arranging instru-
ments to compose music.

We also played with “Band-in-a-Box". You just type in the
chords for any song using standard chord symbols (like

C, Fm7 or C13b9), choose the style you'd like, and Band-
in-a-Box does the rest. “Band-in-a-Box” has an extensive
library, covering all styles of music.

We have added some information on the new website’s
Music SIG, which includes contact information. More
information is to be added, including some interesting
downloads. We meet every month; come along and
bring your instruments.

North East Android
Date (Feb-Nov) Third Wed of the month

Time 10am - 12noon
Email ne-android@melbpc.org.au
Location Uniting Church Hall,

19 Seddon Street, lvanhoe.
Convener(s) Colin Lampshire 9857-5372

or 0413-640-408
Kelvin Cording  9438-1047

North East Daytime
Date (Feb-Nov) Second Thursday of the month

Time 10am - 12.15pm
Email neday@melbpc.org.au
Location Uniting Church Hall,

19 Seddon Street, lvanhoe.
Convener(s) Colin Lampshire  9857-5372

or 0413-640-408

report by Ron Cummins

In Colin’s absence on holiday, the meeting was moder-
ated by Andre Rigoni who did an excellent job. The first
cab off the rank was John Swale who told the group
about an upcoming raffle and a Photographic compe-
tition for APCUG members. The Q&A which followed
presented its usual mix of problems that often appear
to be unique but which clearly reflects the astonish-

ing array of software and the uses to which it is put by
members of the Group. Dale Gardner-Berry was the
first speaker and his topic was making better use of a
camera by taking it off the” Auto” setting that is so con-
venient for most users. He developed the talk for dental
students to encourage them to use better quality illus-
trations for such subjects as Records, Referrals, Market-
ing, and Group Presentations. He introduced us to the
notion of distance from a subject in terms of sociology.
Intimate being within 1.5ft., personal about 5 ft., social
about 11ft., and public beyond this. Dentists are well
into the intimate space. He pointed out the importance
of focus in a picture for drawing attention. He told us
that most lenses had a “sweet spot” for focus between

f 5.6 and f8. From this he moved to the importance of
aperture in defining the depth of field. The wider the
aperture the narrower the latter. His objective was

to encourage us to start using the Aperture program
instead of Auto, particularly in portraiture and where
scenery was not the principal objective. He showed us
the kind of distortion, particularly of the nose, that a
28mm lens could give to a full face portrait and that this
could not be completely removed until a 105 mm lens
was used. He closed an informative talk advising us of
the use of extension tubes and teleconverters to get up
close without invading personal space.

After te