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Simple Tab Groups
- Declutter your browser tab bar 

• Summary

 Why I needed a program like Simple Tab Groups?

 Brief introduction & installation of Simple Tab Groups

 View video by Percy Jules

 Worked example for the  Typical Firefox user like myself

 Program Features

 My setup

 Other browsers
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Simple Tab Groups
- Declutter your browser tab bar 

• My Web browsing with Firefox

 Long term Firefox user, still use other browsers

 I had too many tabs open & it was taking too long to find websites I 
had open on the tab bar. 

 I wasn’t using the Firefox Bookmark Manager except for a few 
bookmarks saved to the Bookmark Toolbar. 

 I needed to get more organised 

 Started searched the web for a better Bookmark Manager

 While searching I heard about grouping tabs so then started searching 
for those.

 Viewed a YouTube video on “Simple Tab Groups”

 I was impressed and thought I’d give STG a try.

 I also looked at how other browsers were implementing tab groupings

 Installed STG about 3-4 months ago and haven’t looked back
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Set Firefox to “Restore previous session”

Step 1 – Select 3 bars

Step 2 – Select “Settings”

Step 3 – Tick Check Box



What is Simple Tab Groups?

• Simple Tab Groups is an add-on for Firefox that creates & modifies 
tab groups

• Simple Tab Groups is an easy way to declutter your browser and 
organize your tabs

• STG is easy to use and very convenient 

• STG closes tabs rather than hides them like similar programs.

• Has become my default Bookmark manager. Although I still use the  
Bookmark Toolbar.

• With STG I’m now much more organised than I was previously

• Firefox has not yet implemented tab groupings.

• Other Chromium based browsers are beginning to incorporate tab 
groupings as a feature within their browsers. Time permitting I hope 
to show those. In my opinion none are as good as STGs. 
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Installing “Simple Tab Groups” Add-on
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Step 1

Step 2



Installing Simple Tab Groups in Firefox
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Step 3



Installing Simple Tab Groups in Firefox
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Installing Simple Tab Groups in Firefox
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Installing Simple Tab Groups in Firefox
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Installing Simple Tab Groups in Firefox
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Installing Simple Tab Groups in Firefox
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Step 8



Video

“Simple Tab Groups

My new favorite Firefox addon…?“

by Percy Jules 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6m09F312soQ



Typical Firefox User

• So far:

 I’ve described Simple Tab Groups and why I needed it

 Shown how to installed STG 

 Looked at a video giving a good introduction to using STG. 

• However most users like me will have a large number of tabs already 
open which they wish to keep 

• The process for us is slightly different to that shown in the video.

• Step 1 - Write down a list of topic names for your Tab Groups. 
e.g. MelbPC, Holidays, Technology, Photography, Software, Home, 
Android, Music, Video, Health, Office procedures etc. 
More tabs can be added along the way. 



Using Simple Tab Groups - Continued

• The next step is to create your first Tab Group by clicking the STG 
toolbar icon and select “create new group” 

• The first group created will include all open tabs. This group doesn’t 
have a name. 

• Create groups for each of the topics listed earlier

• Drag each tab into the appropriate group using Manage Groups icon

• Demonstration: Existing Firefox user with multiple tabs already open.



Step 1: Create the first Tab Group
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Step 1: Creating the first Tab Group – Group 1



Tab Group 1 created, displaying all open tabs



Create a new Tab Group



Create Music Tab Group & Drag any music tabs in

Drag tab into Music 
Tab Group



Create first named Tab Group - Music



Create “Hardware Group” and Drag associate 
tabs into that Group. 

Drag tabs into 
Hardware Tab Group



Continue by creating “Internet” & “Tech Articles” 
Groups and Drag tabs into those Groups. 



Setting up Tab Groups



Setting up Tab Groups

Having setup our tab groups we’ll now look at STG features
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Features - Show all Tab Groups



Features - Display Options



Features - Create new Tab Group



Features - Open new tab options



Features - Inactive & Active Tabs



Features - Search box



Features – Display active Tab Group 1

Hover mouse pointer over the STG icon 
to show currently displayed Tab Group



Features - Display active Tab Group 2 
- Tab Group menu 1

Select the STG icon to 
display all Tab Group



Features - Tab Group menu 2

Hover mouse cursor over 3/15 
on the MelbPC Tab Group to 
display its contents.

Open tabs display an “O” for 
open or active.



Features - Tab Group menu 3 – Audio playing

Which Group is audio 
playing from?

Open the Tab Group 
menu and look for the 
speaker icon.



Features - Tab Group menu 4 – Audio playing

Which tab in that group is 
playing audio?

Move to "Technology Group” 

Hover mouse cursor over 
3/15 to display contents of 
the group playing audio.

Open tabs display an “O” for 
open or active.



Features - Manage group settings

Right Click on a Group to 
display the  Toolbar menu



Features - Manage group settings

Group settings menuRight click menu



Features - Manage group settings

Group settings menu options:
• Rename a group
• Change a groups icon style & colour 

shown on the Firefox tab bar.
• Mute tabs when a group is 

closed/restored
• Make a sticky group (tabs that are never 

moved from the group)
• Show/discard tabs after moving
• Simple Tab Groups works with Firefox 

Containers, and can be configured to 
automatically move specific containers to 
a particular group. For e.g. If you have a 
container for shopping websites, and you 
have created a Tab Group called 
shopping, it may be a good idea to move 
the tabs in the Shopping container to the 
group.



Features – Tab Options (Right Click menu)

Right click on a tab to 
display tab options



Features – Moving Tabs to new group

Click “Move tab to group” 
then select group



Features – Gear Icon  General settings

Click Gear icon to display 
the ad-on’s options



Features – Gear Icon  General settings



Features - Managing groups

Click on STG icon to 
display all Tab Group



Features - Manage groups – Full screen capture

Drag & drop tabs between groups



Features - Searching under Manage groups



Negatives

• Initial sorting of tabs into groups is time consuming

• Opening internet links from an email, newsletter, other website 
etc opens tab in the current tab group. The new tab then needs 
to be dragged to the collect group.

• STG does not load instantaneously & takes a short time to load 
when Firefox is first started

• A tab may belong to two or more groups making searching for it 
later more difficult.

• Too many tabs open, easy to get lazy again.



Live demonstration



Chromium based browsers

 Implementation on Chromium based browsers
 Opera – Workspaces

 Edge – Collections

 Chrome – Experimental feature “Tab Groups Collapse”



Opera - Workspaces



Opera - Workspaces

Workspace icons (4)

Opera 
sidebar

Hover cursor over 
Workspace icon to 
reveal its title.



Select Sidebar 
setup… to 
display more 
options.

Right mouse 
click on the 
Workspace icon 
for options 
menu.

Add more 
Workspaces.

Opera - Workspaces



Google Chrome – Tab Groups Collapse

 Review implementation on Chromium based browsers
 Opera – Workspaces

 Edge – Collections

 Chrome – Experimental feature “Tab Groups Collapse”



Google Chrome – Tab Groups Collapse

Right click open tab.

Add to group



Google Chrome – Tab Groups Collapse

Add to group 
options menu



Google Chrome – Tab Groups Collapse

Right click tab heading

Select to open a 
new tab in group



Google Chrome – Tab Groups Collapse

Current webpage being viewed

Chrome Tab Bar



Microsoft Edge - Collections

Collections Icon



Microsoft Edge - Collections



Microsoft Edge - Collections



Microsoft Edge - Collections



Microsoft Edge - Collections



Questions?
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